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Valedictorian (one English, one science or math, one foreign lan-

Class of22001100
Crittenden County High School 

The Crittenden Press 
June 3, 2010 

PHOTO BY REESEBAKER.COM 
The members of Crittenden County High School class of 2010 celebrated the end of their high school careers by tossing their graduation caps into the air Friday night after the commencement 
ceremony. Eighty students listened as Superintendent Rachel Yarbrough gave the commencement address and the five valedictorians gave their speeches. 

PHOTOS BY PAMELA STRINGER 
Left, Mary Rachel Sephens plays with her cousin Sammie Jo Quisenberryʼs graduation cap tassel. Above, Michael Thomas, Dyl
lan Thornton, Zach Tinsley and Courtney Todd listen to the valedictory addresses. 

Honor Graduates 
ictoria Baker, Justin Bane, Hannah Brantley, Eliza
beth Brown, Dylan Clark, Brennan Cruce, Shirley 

Hackney, Catherine Hughes, Elizabeth Kirby, Allen 
Kirk, Erika Leet, LaShea Loveless, Jaizhi Lu, Jen

nifer Nesbitt, Patrick Nielsen, Talley Nix, Nhut Phan, 
Alyssa Qualls, Tyler Starrett, Chad Taylor, David 

Walker, Misty Wallace. 
Commonwealth Diploma

Victoria Baker, Elizabeth Brown, Catherine Hughes, 
Talley Nix. 

College Prep Diploma
Victoria Baker, Hannah Brantley, Elizabeth Brown, 

Kadey Heidrich, Logan Owen, Alyssa Qualls, Hillary 
Wright. 

Salutatorian 
Elizabeth Brown 
Valedictorians 

Victoria Baker, Hannah Brantley, Catherine Hughes, 
Talley Nix, Alyssa Qualls 

In Crittenden County, any students who maintain the 
highest grade-point average, or GPA, in their graduating 
class are honored as valedictorians. In the case of this 
yearʼs five valedictorians, all had a perfect 4.0 GPA by 
earning nothing but As throughout their entire four years 
in high school. 

Salutatorian 
Salutatorians in Crittenden County are honored for 

having achieved the ranking of second-highest GPA. 

Commonwealth Diploma 
State qualifications for a Commonwealth Diploma re

quire that a student take Advanced Placement courses 

guage and one elective) and sit for the Advanced Place
ment exam in at least three of the four areas. 

College Prep Diploma 
A district honor only, College Prep Diplomas are just 

below the state standard, requiring students to have 
taken advanced English their junior year, Advance 
Placement senior English, four sciences, two foreign 
languages and a computer technology class. 

Honor Graduate 
Any senior who has earned a 3.5 GPA or higher dur

ing their high school career is considered an honor 
graduate. 

Graduates with honors 
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YYaarrbbrroouugghh  IInnssuurraannccee

May you help 
light the world
with your 
accomplishments!

113 W. Gum • P.O. Box 368 • Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-3133 • Fax (270) 965-2130

Graduates

Sammie Jo Quisenberry

HHoonnoorriinngg    TThhee  CCllaassss  ooff  22001100
Graduates, you’ve made us proud. Congratulations 

on such a fine accomplishment. Your hard work, 
motivation and intelligence will continue to serve 
you well as you pursue the future of your dreams. 

May you achieve all of your life’s ambitions. 

Best wishes, graduates. 

®

223 Sturgis Road, Marion, Kentucky • (270) 965-5425

Marion

Your diploma is your passport to a world
of opportunity, graduate. We’re proud of
your accomplishments here at home, and
we wish you much success as you set out
to accomplish new goals both near and far. 

HUNT’S
SUPERIOR TROPHIES & SCREENPRINTING

&Two Sisters Donuts
216 South Main St., Marion, KY

(270) 965-4310

Congratulations 
to Josh Boone and 
The Class of 2010!
CRITTENDEN 
AUTO PARTS

BBUUMMPPEERR  TTOO  BBUUMMPPEERR

103 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • (270) 965-3166

VALEDICTORY SPEECH

Usually valedictory ad-
dresses are mushy and
emotional, but anyone

who knows me knows that I am
not mushy or emotional. I’m not
going to repeat what the four
other valedictorians have said
tonight. Those who have helped
me get to where I am today
know who they are. Usually
valedictory addresses are writ-
ten about what they are going
to miss about high school, but
mine is written on what I will be
glad to leave behind. So tonight
I am going to bring humor into
this arena. So I want you to
take a day in the life of a high
school student.
Hallway Rush
Road rage? Forget that, there

is more to be angry about in the
hallway of the high school. You
need a blinker every time you
exit a classroom and head out
into the hall. You have to be the
first one out of class to head off
the crowd. In other schools,
they have entrance and exit
halls. Maybe that is what we
need. Don’t get me started on
the oh-so-sweet people roaming
the halls. You have the couples,
the freshmen, the jocks and
those who just don’t care about
class at all. Don’t you just love
‘em? 
First, the couples hold hands

and walk each other to class
nonchalantly. I’m behind saying,
“excuse me,” but they are so
caught up in “teenage love” that
they can’t hear me.
Secondly, there are the fresh-

men. They have no clue what is
going on, so they walk slowly to
see which classroom is theirs.
They don’t want to bump into
upperclassmen, yet they walk as
slow as cold molasses.
Thirdly, the jocks. They like to

hang out in the main hallway,
right in front of the window.
Enough said.
Finally, you have those who

just don’t care. They walk un-
aware of the world around
them, and you can’t go around
them because there is a flood
of people coming toward you
and you will get trampled.
With all these people blocking
the hall, I’m amazed how a
cockroach can get through.
Book Stop
Now that you have made it

through the halls, sort of, it is
time to stop for a short time at
your locker. Good luck. Oh,
wait, you can’t. There are
about six people blocking you
from getting to your combina-
tion.
Once again, you have the

slow-moving couple, the per-
son who doesn’t know what he
is doing and the person with
all the underclassmen friends.
The couple just stands

there, oblivious about anything
around them. They are glued
to each other while getting

books and closing the locker, all
the while blocking me from
mine. 
Then you have the guy who

doesn’t know what books he
needs for the next class. He just
stands in front of his locker with
a puzzled look on his face. While
he is dazed, the “popular” se-
nior has tons of underclassmen
around. They don’t use their
own locker, they use hers. They
all crowd around waiting for
their books to be handed out to
them. It’s a miracle you even
get to class on time.
Yeah Lunch
Off to lunch. Now it’s time to

wait 10 minutes in line for the
best food ever, yeah right, and
then you have to hear about
everyone’s latest drama.
I don’t see how hard it is for

people to grab food, punch in a
number and go. It must be
harder for some people than
others. You wait and wait, and
by the time you get up to the
food, you don’t want anything.
The pizza is greasy and the

fries are either too crunchy or
too soft. You have to eat, so you
get the pizza anyway.
Lunch table. So-and-so is in a

fight with her boyfriend. So-
and-so is mad at a teacher. So-
and-so wants to quit her job.
Lovely lunch room discussion.
They talk to you about their
problems, you offer advice be-
cause they want to know your
opinion. 
“Well that is stupid,” or “that

won’t work,” are some of the re-
sponses you get. 
Why bother asking me if you

aren’t going to even consider
my advice? They are going to
do whatever they want anyway,
no matter how good your advice
is. At least you get to look for-
ward to different problems to-
morrow.
Parking Lot
In the afternoon, people love

to hang out in the parking lot.
Why? What is the big attraction?
These people can’t wait to

get home, but then after school
they stay in the parking lot for

10 minutes. You get to your car,
finally, and everyone is hugging
and talking. Why won’t they
leave?
You try to leave, but a whole

group of kids walks right out in
front of you, and they just keep
coming. Like they care if a foot
gets ran over. Move out of the
way! 
As soon as you are able to

leave, everyone else apparently

decides to as well. Now there is
a traffic jam and you move an
inch every two minutes. Hey, at
least you move. So much for
making a clean, quick getaway.
I know many of you have

been affected by some part of
this or you have done some of
this. In short, I just wanted this
night to be memorable for
everyone. Thank you and con-
grats to the class of 2010!

Name... Alyssa Marie
Qualls

Nickname... Fred, Quail,
Pheonix 

Age... 17

Parents... Holly Qualls

Favorite Memory...
Throwing rocks in gym class
with Sam, Tractor, Meg and
Sisco. You had to be there!

Post-graduation plans...
Attend Madisonville Commu-
nity College to obtain associ-
ate’s degree in applied
sciene in radiography

Dream job... X-ray techni-
cian at Western Baptist Hos-
pital. One day an ultrasound
technician

Favorite school subject...
English

Favorite music... Country

Favorite TV show... That
‘70s Show or Two and a Half
Men

Favorite movie... 10
Things I Hate About You

Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... JFK. After going to
Dallas and learning about
his death and his short ca-

reer, it would be amazing to
sit and listen to his ideas.

What does being valedic-
torian mean to you...
Being valedictorian means I
accomplished my goal.
Freshman year I had the
mind set that I was going to
be valedictorian. Four years
later I accomplished my goal
and I share it with four
amazing friends.

Where would you like to
be at 40... I would like to
be settled down in my life. I
hope to have a loving hus-
band and three great kids. I
hope to have obtained my
bachelor’s degree and have
a job as an ultrasound tech-
nician. I hope to have a
house of my own and very
little, if any, financial prob-
lems. It’s hard to think that
far ahead, but that is where
I would like to be.

Valedictorian: Alyssa Qualls
About Alyssa

Marion United 
Methodist Church
Corner of College & Carlisle Streets • 965-4580

Life is full of challenges, and as a high-school graduate,
you’ve shown that you have what it takes to make the
grade. Hard work and dedication have gotten you where
you are today, and now your diploma is your passport to
bigger and better opportunities. We hope you’ll con-
tinue to follow your dreams and strive to achieve new
goals in your education and career. After all, life is 
a learning experience – and this is only the beginning!

2010

Elizabeth Kirby Logan Owen

To our employees and the...

Darben Plaza
Marion, KY

Stepping 
into the 
Future!

CLASS OF

2010
NU-U
Beauty Salon

Princeton Rd., Marion, KY
(270) 965-2912

We are proud of the
Class of 2010!

Leana Riley poses with her family as a family member takes some video of the festivities Frdiay night.



Valedictorian:

G

To all of our area graduates go sincere best
wishes for a happy and successful future.
CONGRATULATIONS

TToorreeyy  BBaakkeerr
Daughter of CHS Employee, Reese Baker

CCaaiittllyynn  CChhaannddlleerr
recipient of the

2010 Charlotte Fowler 
Memorial Scholorship Award!

CRITTENDEN 
HEALTH SYSTEMS

www.crittenden-health.org

Caitlyn Chandler Torey Baker

Class of 2010
Congratulations on a job well done!

The Law Offices of
GREENWELL,

FRAZER & PEEK
200 South Main Street 
Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-2261 

404 Court Street 
Smithland, KY 42081

(270) 928-4523
Robert B. Frazer 
Brandi D. Rogers
W.S. Greenwell of Counsel
Richard Peek of Counsel
www.gfplaw.net

Hannah Brantley

CCllaassss  ooff  22001100
We applaud your success 

and extend our congratulations 
for your accomplishments. 

Best 
Wishes!

Compliments of

Crittenden County
Board of Education

Phyllis Orr
Bill Asbridge
Pam Collins
Eric LaRue
Chris Cook

Dr. Rachel Yarbrough, Superintendent

213 Sturgis Rd.
Marion, KY

270-965-4261

KAYLA
PHILLIPS ELIZABETH

KIRBY

SAM
HACKNEY

AND THE 
CLASS OF 

2010!

TYLER
STARRETT

TIFFANY
GRAHAM

KELLY
WILLIAMSLEANA 

RILEY

JUSTIN
ROSE

Good Work
Graduates

Best Wishes For
The Future!

825 S. Main, Marion, KY • 270-965-4922

Your diploma is your key to a 
promising future. If you  believe

in yourself, then you are
guaranteed to succeed!

Your hard work and 
dedication have gotten 

you where you are today. 
Be proud  of yourself, graduates.

We wish you all the best.

Congratulations to all of our local graduates!

MYERS FUNERAL HOME
713 E. Bellville St., Marion, Kentucky

270-965-0110 • Obituary Line 270-965-0155
“Because We Care”

CALL FOR YOUR  APPOINTMENT TODAY

MARION EYECARE CENTER, PLLC
713 S. Main St., Marion, KY

270-965-5280
Adria N. Porter, O.D.          Daniel A. Talley, O.D.

Best Wishes to the

Class of

2010
Keep your eyes on the future!

HENRY & HENRY
–––––––– Since 1881––––––––

207 Sturgis Road, Marion, Kentucky

Congratulations Congratulations 
SHELBY SHELBY 

CONWAY!CONWAY!

CONGRATULATIONS, 
DYLLAN THORNTON AND 
THE CLASS OF 2010!

BOBBY STINNETT USED CARS
331 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • 270-965-9894

We salute your accomplishments 
and wish you continued success.

Terry L. Ford
Insurance Agency, Inc.

info@terrylford.com
221 E. Bellville Marion, Kentucky

Phone: (270) 965-2239 or 1-877-965-2239

Congratulations to 
The Class of 2010

Independent
Insurance Agent
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VALEDICTORY SPEECH

Good evening ladies and
gentlemen, hello and
welcome to the com-

mencement ceremony for the
graduating class of 2010.  
There are so many people

who got us to where we are at
the moment.  On the behalf of
my class, I would like to take a
moment to thank all of our
family, friends, teachers, school
staff and the community for all
of the support you have of-
fered us throughout our school
careers.  
Most importantly, I would

like to thank God for all of the
blessings He has poured upon
us throughout our lives.  
When I started preparing

this speech, I had no clue
where to begin. I wanted to
stand up here and say things
that would inspire my class-
mates, and maybe even some
members of the audience, to
go out and do great things
with their lives.  The thing is, I
can’t.  I am merely a naïve
eighteen-year-old, almost fresh
out of high school, as scared to
death as everyone else.  All I
have to offer you are the bits
of advice that have influenced
me along this crazy roller
coaster of life.
To begin, a great cheerlead-

ing coach by the name of
Michelle Orr repeatedly drilled
into my memory, “you’re on
time if you are 15 minutes
early; you’re late if you are on
time.”  I’m not sure, but I think
she might have stolen this con-
cept from Coach Boone from
Remember the Titans.  
Making this advice a rule of

life has helped me succeed in
so many ways.  It not only ap-

plies to one’s everyday sched-
ule, but one’s life plan in gen-
eral.  Always stay a step ahead
of the game.  Keep some cush-
ion room that allows for mess-
ups and mistakes because let’s
all face it, we are only human!
By preparing for setbacks, we
will actually gain more success.
The second bit of advice that

has influenced me came from
my mother.  She has always
told me, “don’t go burning
bridges.”  Figuratively speaking
of course, my mom didn’t want
me to damage a relationship
with someone because you
never know when you are
going to need that person in
life.  I’m sure that many of you
have the mindset that after
you walk out those doors
tonight, you will never see
these people again.  You rant
and rave about how ready you
are to be out of little ole’ Mar-
ion and on to bigger and better
things.  Just because you leave
doesn’t mean you are never
coming back.  
In fact, I’m sure many of

you will be surprised how
much you really do love this lit-
tle town once you’re gone.
Plus, just because you aren’t in
Marion, doesn’t mean that you
will not have contact with peo-
ple that you really don’t like.  
Just take the advice offered

in Matthew, chapter 5 verse
44:  “But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you.”
Lastly, take the advice of

Brother Curtis Franklin.  He re-
minds many of us every Sun-
day that, “God is good all the
time, and all the time God is

good.” No matter where we
end up in life, we can always
depend on Him to be our
home.  With His grace and
love, all things are possible.
No matter how big of a mess-
up we have, or how far we run
from this little town, God will
always love us and have mercy
on us for our actions.
In closing, I would like to

say congratulations to the class
of 2010.  We did it!  We never
thought this day would get
here, and now that it has, it is
surreal.  
I personally would like to

thank everyone for making my
high school years so memo-
rable and wish everyone good
luck in whatever your next step
is in life. Thank you.

Name... Talley Michelle Nix

Age... 18

Parents... Ronnie and
Deana Nix

Favorite Memory... There
are so many! I’d have to say
cheering football season my
junior year with a five-girl
squad. The games were fun
and we became so close.

Post-graduation plans...
Western Kentucky University
to major in exercise science

Dream job... Physical ther-
apist at a children’s hospital
or stroke unit

Favorite school subject...
Math or yearbook

Favorite music... Country

Favorite TV show... One
Tree Hill

Favorite movie... Sixteen
Candles

Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... JFK because his life

was so fascinating! Every-
thing he did was so “scan-
dolous” for a president.

What does being valedic-
torian mean to you... For
the past four years of my life
I have applied myself to my
potential and worked hard
to learn all I could at CCHS.

Where would you like to
be at 40... I would like to
be back in this area near my
family. I hope to have a job
as a local physical therapist.
My plan is to be married
with three kids. I would also
love to be involved with little
league cheerleading.

Talley Nix
About Talley

PHOTO BY PAMELA STRINGER
Andrew Loveless poses with his family for a picture after Fridayʼs commencement ceremony at Rocket Arena.
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indicates

honor graduates,
meaning they

graduated with a
3.5 GPA or better. See

page 1B for all accolades.



Congratulating Our
Graduating Seniors!

We wish you the best!

WELDING • FABRICATING
TOOLING • MACHINING

531 MOORE ST., MARION, KY
270-965-3005

Congratulations To The

Class of 2010!

REBECCA J. JOHNSON
ATTORNEY AT LAW

217 W. Bellville St., Marion, KY
270-965-2222

You’ve worked hard to make the
grade, and now that diploma is your
key to a bright and successful future.

Congratulations on achieving
this important milestone.

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  TToo  OOuurr
22001100  GGrraadduuaatteess!!

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be
desired are not to be compared to it. Proverbs 8:11

MARION BAPTIST CHURCH
131 East Depot Street • Marion, KY

Murray State University
Ben McMican

Crittenden County High School
J.R. Adams, Dylan Clark, J.D. Gray, 

Jackie Fletcher, Allen Kirk, Leana Riley,
David Walker & Hillary Wright

2010
Congratulations 

to the Class
of

2010

CLINIC
PHARMACY

141 Hospital Drive • Salem, KY
988-3230

www.clinicpharmacy.net

Chad Taylor Olivia Adams

Stout Law Offices
111 West Bellville Street, Marion, KY 42064

Alan C. Stout, Attorney

Congratulations 
To The Class of

2010!
astout@stoutlaw.com
www.stoutlaw.comP.O. Box 81

Marion, Kentucky 42064
(270) 965-4600

FAX (270) 965-4848

Congratulations to the 

Class of 2010!

Full Body Fitness Studio
Serena Dickerson, Owner 270-704-1871

Nancy Maclin Ann Travis Lonna Starnes

Call About Our New 
Summer Program 

Especially Designed For Teens!

May you continue to achieve your 
goals and realize your dreams.
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Jake Hodge Memorial Scholarship............................ Hannah Brantley
CHS Charlotte Fowler Memorial Scholarship.............. Caitlyn Chandler
U.S. Marine Corps Awards................................................. Talley Nix 

Dylan Clark 
Hannah Brantley 

Tyler Starrett
University of Kentucky................................................. Hillary Wright
Murray State University Spirit Scholarship.................... Taylor Wallace 
Transylvania University................................................. Tyler Starrett
Western Kentucky University.............................................. Talley Nix

Hannah Brantley
Rend Lake College........................................ Sammie Jo Quisenberry
Lindsey Wilson College....................................................Torey Baker 

Elizabeth Kirby 
Dylan Clark 
J.D. Gray

University of Southern Indiana....................................... Logan Owen
Brescia University........................................................ Sam Hackney
Nashville Auto Diesel College.......................................... Ryan Guess
University of the Cumberlands........................................... Justin Lee
North Central Missouri University...................................... Alex Porter
DePauw University..................................................... Patrick Nielsen
Berea College............................................................. Cathy Hughes
Rebecca J. Johnson CCA Scholarship............................ Cathy Hughes

Elizabeth Kirby
Crittenden Co. Education Association Scholarship........... Tyler Starrett
Crittenden Co. Extension Homemaker Assoc. Scholarship..... Elizabeth Brown
Crittenden County Retired Teachers Scholarship............ Cathy Hughes
Democratic Women of Crittenden County Scholarship....... Dylan Clark
Aubrey Phillips Memorial Democratic Scholarship............ Alyssa Qualls
Donan and Georgia “Jo” Travis Jenkins Scholarship...... Chris Copeland

Tyler Starrett 
Courtney Todd

Fohs Hall Community Arts Foundation Scholarship....... Elizabeth Kirby
Fredonia Lions Club Scholarship................................ Dyllan Thornton
Paul F. Riley Memorial Scholarship................................. Alyssa Qualls
Fredonia  Academic Scholarship...................................... Torey Baker
Woman’s Club of Marion English Award........................... Torey Baker
Woman’s Club of Marion Marie Frazier Scholarship......... Sam Hackney
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority Scholarship.............................. Tyler Starrett
Crittenden Co./Kentucky Farm Bureau Scholarships............ LaShea Loveless

Dylan Clark
Logan Owen

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 111 Scholarship......... LaShea Loveless
American Legion Post 111 Scholarship........................... Alyssa Qualls
Morris Sisco Memorial Scholarship............................. Elizabeth Brown

Cathy Hughes
KAPOS Region 2 Scholarship.............................................. Talley Nix
Amy C. Kirk Memorial Scholarship................................... Aaron Berry
Greg “Dozer” Belt Memorial Scholarship.................... Dyllan Thornton
Crittenden Health Systems Auxiliary Scholarship............. Alyssa Qualls
Colt Herran Memorial Scholarship...................................... Katie Peek
Nellie Stone Hamilton Scholarship................................ Cathy Hughes
Hamilton Cochran Memorial Scholarship.......................... Ryan Guess
KY School Plant Management Association Scholarship............ Cathy Hughes
Marion Eye Care Center Scholarship............................. Hillary Wright
Raymond & Agnes Easley Scholarship............................ Tyler Starrett

Sam Hackney
Alyssa Qualls

Family and Consumer Science Skill Standards Certification........ Logan Owen
Olivia Adams

Business Skills Standard Certification........................ Hannah Brantley
Shelby Conway
LaShea Loveless
Jennifer Nesbitt
Hillary Wright

Friends of FFA Scholarship............................................. Jordan Croft
Agricultural Skills Standards Certification.......................... Josh Boone

Brennan Cruce
Jake Miller

Alyssa Qualls
Chad Taylor

Misty Wallace

Alyssa Qualls, Hannah Brant-
ley and Patrick Nielsen sur-
vey the aftermath of the silly
string fun after the Crittenden
County High School gradua-
tion ceremony Friday night at
Rocket Arena.

2010 CCHS
SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

T
Valedictorian:
VALEDICTORY SPEECH

The Class of 2010 has al-
ways proved themselves
to be very unique in every

aspect.  We are different be-
cause we are the first Class of
10 in 100 years.  
The Class of 2010 is unique

because we have some of the
last students to attend Tolu El-
ementary.  The Class of 2010
has three students entering the
military and many more at-
tending colleges all across the
nation.  
Ladies and gentlemen, the

class before you tonight is not
an ordinary group of students,
because we are survivors,
leaders and explorers.
Graduates, if you look

around you will notice that
there are several of your class-
mates who have survived some
sort of adversity.  The most ob-
vious would be Michael
Thomas and Layten Maxfield.
Both of them have undergone
physical pain, yet they are still
here with us tonight.  
Even though we have not all

suffered physical trials, we are
still survivors.  Each of you sit-
ting on the floor tonight have
gone through 12 years of
school to get to this point and
you can each agree with me
that some of those days were
difficult.  Therefore, each
member of the Class of 2010 is
a survivor.
Secondly, the members of

this class are leaders.  As a
class we have people who are
involved in almost every activ-
ity the school offers.  
Graduates, our class has

leaders in FFA, yearbook,
FBLA, band, football, basket-
ball, student council and many
other activities.  There are
graduates here tonight who
have participated in the Gover-
nor’s Scholars Program, the
APES program and the Acade-
mic Team.  
The term leader does not

solely apply to those with the
title of president or captain
though; each of you is a
leader, because there is some-
one who looks to you for guid-
ance.  Graduates, never forget
that the Class of 2010 is a
class of leaders.
Lastly, our class has always

been eager to explore the
world.  As a class we went to
Frankfort in fourth grade,
Washington, D.C., in eighth
grade, and Dallas, Texas just a
few weeks ago.  In addition to
that we have had several class-
mates to travel to other exotic
places, whether through the
school or on their own.  
There are six graduates here

tonight who have traveled to
Europe with the Horizons club,
and many others who went to
New York with the Gifted and
Talented program.  In addition
to being survivors and leaders,
the graduates of 2010 are ex-
plorers.
Fellow graduates, being a

survivor, leader and explorer in
high school is not enough.  You
must each take the skills and
knowledge you have gained
here and apply it to your future
endeavors.  
I urge each and every one of

you to continue to be sur-

vivors, leaders and explorers,
and I would like to leave each
of you with the words of a very
great poet and storyteller, Shel
Silverstein.
Listen to the MUSTN’TS,
child
Listen to the DON’TS

Listen to the SHOULDN’TS
The IMPOSSIBLES, the
WON’TS
Listen to the NEVER HAVES
Then listen to me—
Anything can happen, child,
ANYTHING can be.
Thank you.

Name... Catherine Hughes

Nickname... Cathy 

Age... 17

Parents... Millie Hughes
and Albert Hughes

Favorite Memory... A
memory that will always
stick with me is the feeling
of freedom I had when
standing on top of Conway
Castle in Wales.

Post-graduation plans...
Berea College with a major
in English education (9-12)

Dream job... English
teacher in a small, close-knit
town

Favorite school subject...
English

Favorite music... Most
anything but rap or country
suits me, but I mainly listen
to contemporary Christian

Favorite TV show... Glee

Favorite movie... Rent

Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Louisa May Alcott
or Frank McCourt. They are
both excellent authors.

What does being valedic-
torian mean to you... This
is a goal I have had for my-
self for quite some time. It
feels good to check it off my
list.

Where would you like to
be at 40... I would like to
be well and settled into a
school system with a family
that loves and supports me.

Catherine Hughes
About Cathy
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With a good
education no
dream is too
big, nor goal
too high, so

put on your wings
and reach for the sky.

Congratulations

Grads!
We’re full of high hopes for
you, as you embark on new
and exciting endeavors.

Tabor’s Towing & Repair
433 South Main Street • Marion, Kentucky • 270-965-9223
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202 South Main St.
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Congratulations 
All Graduates and

Wesley Hunt
Murray State University

Best wishes to the 
Class of 2010

Aim high, you can reach your goal.

Super Cell
Danielle Duncan
206 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY 42064

270-965-3545
email: supercell_marion@yahoo.com

LOCATIONS
• Lone Oak Road
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• Mayfield • Princeton
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Class Of Class Of 

20102010
KENTUCKY 
FARM BUREAU
109 Court St. • Marion, Kentucky
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To The Class of 2010
May we be among 
the first to wish you 
success in the future.
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Congratulations
LaShea Loveless
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Darben Plaza 
Marion, KY
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VALEDICTORY SPEECH

Good Evening ladies and
gentlemen. First and
foremost I would like to

thank God for giving us this
day to celebrate this momen-
tous occasion. Second, I would
like to thank each and every-
one of you in the audience for
coming here tonight to support
the graduates. Many have trav-
eled long distances, and we all
greatly appreciate the commit-
ment that has been shown to-
ward us. Finally, I would like to
thank the faculty and staff for
all they have done for each of
us. Regrettably, we do not
thank you all enough for all
that has been done to help en-
sure us a better education. To
my family, I would like to thank
you for your support in all I
have accomplished.  Whether it
was regarding education or
sports you all have always
been behind me 100 percent. I
may not express my gratitude
enough, but I guarantee it is in
my heart. To all of my coaches,
elementary on up, I thank you
for pushing me to be the best I
could be. Sports have taught
me many life lessons, and I
thank each of you for that. 
I have been planning this

speech for 11 years. My sister,
Beth, gave her valedictory ad-
dress in ’99. My brother, John,
also gave his in ’06. Now, in
2010, I will stand and give
mine as well. Some have asked
if it was a competition…yes,
yes it was. As a freshman it
was my ultimate goal to be
one of the valedictorians for
the class of 2010. I, like my
siblings, have completed the
goal that I had set. 
School has always come

first, and my success was due
to my parents. I have always
been taught that an education
will take me much farther than
sports ever will. Thank you
Mom and Dad for making sure
my priorities were in the right
spot.
I would like to take a second

and thank a few of the faculty
who have motivated me in
some shape or form. To the
Hodges, thank you for always
pushing me to my limits. Both
of you expected me to be a
leader when others would not.
I will take this with me through
life.  Mr. Hopkins, if you’re here
tonight, thank you for giving
me my first B. It made me re-
alize I couldn’t afford to slack if
I was to follow in my brother
and sister‘s footsteps. Mr. Hol-
lamon, thank you for intimidat-
ing me. I made sure all of my
homework was done before I
ever entered the classroom. To
the rest, thank you for holding
me to high standards. All that I
have learned here at Critten-
den County I will take with me
to overcome life’s challenges. 
Now, to the graduates – I

would like to congratulate each
and every one of you. To the
four young ladies sitting up
here with me tonight, well
done. Eli, Ballard doesn‘t
count. In our hearts you
should be up here as well. To
the honor students, I applaud
you all. It is an honor to have a
3.5 GPA or higher throughout
high school, and you should be
proud of yourselves. 
We started off as freshmen

with close to 100 in our class.
As the years passed, our num-
bers decreased. I praise you
for completing what others did

not. We will all walk away from
here tonight as the graduating
class of 2010. I won’t make
this speech long, I know the
audience gets restless and the
graduates are anxious to move
their tassels over.  
Due to recent events, my

perspective on life has been al-
tered. My baby niece was born
with a severe heart defect on
May 10. Watching her fight
against the odds made me re-
alize there is much more to life
than a GPA or a ball game. My

advice is short and simple.
One, Live like there’s no tomor-
row, for tomorrow is not guar-
anteed. Two, Laugh until you
cry – don’t get caught up in
the negatives of this world.
Three, Love with all your heart,
and never let anything go un-
said.  Finally, always put family
first. I hope you will take my
advice wherever life takes you.
Congratulations class of 2010,
and may God bless you wher-
ever you go. 
Thank you.

Name... Hannah Brantley

Age... 18

Parents... Del and Betty
Brantley

Favorite Memory... Going
to New York City during my
eighth-grade year.

Post-graduation plans...
Western Kentucky University
majoring in exercise science

Dream job... Working with
athletes and helping coach
sports

Favorite school subject...
Science

Favorite music... Country

Favorite TV show... NCIS

Favorite movie... Sweet
Home Alabama

Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Abraham Lincoln

because I would love to hear
some of the speeches he
gave.

What does being valedic-
torian mean to you...
Being valedictorian to me
means I accomplished what
few have, and I met high
standards in education.

Where would you like to
be at 40... At 40, I would
like to be doing physical
therapy and coaching.

Valedictorian: Hannah Brantley
About Hannah

PHOTOS BY PAMELA STRINGER
Top, a group of graduates and a teacher pose for a picture after Fridayʼs commencement ceremonies. Above left, J.D. Gray shares
a moment of congratulations with familyt. Above right, Rachel Cook and Olivia Adams spray each other with silly string at the end
of the comencement ceremony.

The staff of
The 

Crittenden
Press

We wish you
much success
for tomorrow
and always.
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Congratulations and best wishes from your friends at...

HOMETOWN LOAN CO., INC.
112 W. Carlisle St., Marion, Kentucky

270-965-0003

To the Class of 2010, we are proud of
you and all you have accomplished.

Jackie Dismore, CSR Phyllis Wright, Manager
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VALEDICTORY SPEECH

Fellow students, parents,
faculty and honored
guests, for those who

know me best, softball is a
great passion in my life. Ever
since the seventh grade I have
played with the Lady Rockets
high school team, and every
season I strive NOT to be a
mediocre player.
Every season I focus to

stretch farther from first base
in order to catch more balls; I
sacrifice more as I hit the dirt
in a dive for a grounder; and I
work to learn each aspect of
my position so that I may play
it as error-free as possible.
Most importantly though, every
season I step up to home plate
and face the opposing team’s
pitcher.
When I step in that box the

surrounding world fades away;
and all that’s left are me, God
and the pitcher. I step in, con-
fident that I can smack that
ball right back to the pitcher so
hard she will have no chance
to stop me. However, doubt
seeps into the back of my head
like a fog clouding my vision,
making it difficult to keep that
goal in mind.
A few seconds in the batter’s

box can feel like an eternity.
As I finish a quick prayer to the
good Lord above, the world
slows down as the pitcher goes
through her motions and
throws the ball. Instruction
and repetition have prepared
me for my next course of ac-
tion.
With a powerful thrust of my

lower body and my hands ex-
ploding towards the ball the
only sound in my world is one
large CRACK! The ball goes
flying, and the rest is easy. All
that’s left is to run to first, sec-
ond, third and then home.
For the past 13 years we

have been standing in the bat-
ter’s box waiting for that per-

fect pitch at which to swing.
We have been taught; we have
been preparing; and we have
been going over each step re-
peatedly as the day of our
graduation has slowly crept its
way towards us.
Now class of 2010, we have

finally received that pitch we’ve
been waiting for. We have
waved the fog of fear and
doubt out of our view, focusing
on the prize. We have now hit
the ball, and at last we feel the
sweet sensation of accomplish-
ing what we have been train-
ing to do. We are graduating
at last.
After tonight we will begin

phase two of this game: we
will run towards the goal.
We’ve hit the ball, we’ve grad-
uated, and now it’s time to
run.
However; in life it’s not as

simple as running from first to
second and so forth. The
game of life has more than one
possible path to take.
Now that we have to run,

the question is to where do we
run?
We look to God and ask Him

those questions because our
Creator has already gone be-
fore us. He knows exactly
what is in store for our futures.
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “‘For I
know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you a hope
and a future.’”
This world is full of choices

and consequences. Our edu-
cation has prepared us for col-
lege or the work force, but God
is there to take our hands and
lead us in the right direction.
If you have decided to trust

your life to God then He will
show you the way. Our Savior
walks with us as we are about
to walk through those doors
into a new place just like He
walked with me when I first

arrived at Crittenden County.
My advice to you, my

friends, is to look to God first
and always. We cannot make

it on our own, but with God’s
help He will show us the way
home.
Thank you.

Name... Victoria Suzanne
Baker

Nickname... Torey, Lefty,
Tuberculosis

Age... 18

Parents... Reese and Susan
Baker

Favorite Memory... My
favorite memory is going to
Patti’s with my friends for
our annual Christmas cele-
bration!

Post-graduation plans...
I plan to attend Lindsey Wil-
son College, and I am unde-
cided on a major.

Dream job... Broadway
star

Favorite school subject...
English or US history

Favorite music... Contem-
porary Christian

Favorite TV show... Psych

Favorite movie... Sherlock
Holmes or the Lion King

Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... I would like to
meet Lucille Ball. She is the
star of one of my favorite

shows, and she is a legend.
I want to ask her how she
overcame everyone’s expec-
tations. I want to ask how
she was able to become one
of the best actresses in his-
tory despite people telling
her she would never become
a star.

What does being valedic-
torian mean to you...
Being valedictorian is proof
to me that I can succeed at
whatever I put my mind to.
It means that all my hard
work and dedication have
paid off, and I am proud to
be a valedictorian for the
class of 2010.

Where would you like to
be at 40... Wherever God
tells me to be.

Valedictorian: Torey Baker
About Torey

PHOTOS BY PAMELA STRINGER
At top, the 2010 graduates move their tassels from right to left
after they received their diplomas and officially graduated.
Above, Allen Kirk gives a classmate a hug after the ceremony is
over.

You are about to begin a new chapter
in life. The story is yours to write.

Best wishes Class of 2010.
Dr. Gary James

Dr. Greg Maddux
Alicia Clark, ARNP

Lee Anna Boone, ARNP

Marion, KY • (270) 965-5238

Jennifer Nesbitt

Congratulations
Class of2010

Zac TinsleyRachel Cook
Derek Burris

515 South Main
Marion, KY
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113 Sturgis Rd.
Marion, KY
965-4538
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Your diploma is
the ticket to a
bright future.
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your graduation!

Congratulations
Class of 2010
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Seniors!
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Congratulations
Class of 2010
Best wishes for 
continued success
in the future.
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Hello everyone and thank-
you for coming tonight.
As I look into the faces

of my fellow graduates, I see a
group that I have come to
know and love. As I look into
the faces of the audience, I
see a few familiar faces and
the rest, strangers. My family
moved to Crittenden County
about two years ago, so many
of you may not know who I
am, therefore you wouldn’t
know much about me. 

One thing that most would
not know, and the basis for
this speech, is that I love Elvis
Presley! My grandmother was
kind of obsessed with him, my
father liked him, so the tradi-
tion was passed on to me. One
of my favorite songs of his
would be “If I Can Dream.”

This song I believe was just
a bit ahead of his time, but it
perfectly fits our society today
and the underlying message of
this song can help anyone with
the dreams or goals they are
aspiring to. 

One of the verses of this
song states: “We’re lost in a
cloud, With too much rain,
We’re trapped in a world,
That’s troubled with pain.” Our
society today has become so
corrupt and our economy has

drastically changed. This hin-
ders many of us from trying to
reach our goals because from
where we are sitting, there is
no hope, we see no chance of
reaching our dreams. 

Yet in the next stanza he
gives us the hope that we all
desperately need. “Still I am
sure that the answer, answer’s
gonna come somehow, Out
there in the dark, there’s a
beckoning candle.” 

Out there even amongst the
corruptness, even amongst the
bad economy, there is hope for
our future….and that is my
Savior Jesus Christ. I know
that with him by my side, with
his loving hands guiding me,
that I can do anything that I
set my heart to. With him, I
know that despite the corrupt
world, despite the bad econ-
omy, I can still make a future
for myself, I can still hold on to
my goals and dreams. I have
seen him work in miraculous
ways and I have no doubt that
he can do a miraculous work in
my life and in each of yours. 

So I challenge each and
everyone of you, from my fel-
low graduates to your families,
don’t give up on your goals
and dreams. No matter what
your grades may be, no matter
what your social status may
be, have dreams and go for

them! Don’t let this world get
you down, because with God

all things are possible. 
Thank you. 

Name... Elizabeth Brown 

Nickname... Eli and Percy

Age... 18

Parents... Marty and Deb-
bie Brown

Favorite Memory... Senior
Trip to Dallas, the Dallas
Cowboys Stadium!  

Post-graduation plans...
WKCTC then transfer to Mid-
Continent, Majoring in Coun-
seling and Psychology. 

Dream Job... Adoptions
Counselor 

Favorite School Sub-
ject... History

Favorite Music... Contem-
porary Christian and some
Country

Favorite TV Show... NCIS

Favorite Movie... Pride
and Prejudice 

Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Bing Crosby. I love
him singing White Christ-
mas!

What does  being saluta-
torian mean to you... It
means that all my hard work
has paid off and been recog-
nized.

Where would you like to
be at 40... Hopefully at my
dream job and have a fam-
ily. 

Elizabeth Brown
About Elizabeth

PHOTO BY PAMELA STRINGER
Layten Maxfield, who recently suffered serious injuries from a
car accident, receives her diploma and a hug from Crittenden
County School Board member Phyllis Orr. Below left, J.R.
Adams and Dyllan Thornton pose for a picture with their moms.
Below right, Dylan Clark throws his arms around his brother,
mom and dad.

The staff of
The 

Crittenden
Press

We wish you
much success
for tomorrow
and always.
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PHOTO BY PAMELA STRINGER 
The Crittenden County High School Class of 2010 celebrates with silly string and noise makers after they toss their graduation caps in the air. 
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Congratulations 

Torey! 
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would like to 
congratulate our seniors, 

Crittenden County High School 

Talley Nix Brennan Cruce 
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Beaver’s 
CAR WASH 
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We Congratulate 
The Class of 2010! 

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers 

We wish you all the best 
as you set out to realize 
your hopes and dreams. 
Good Luck, Graduates! 
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